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Agricultural machinery: 
a stronger connection between Italy and South Africa
The Italian agricultural machinery manufacturers association FederUnacoma is attending the NAMPO 2016 event in Bothaville, within the collective exhibition of the Italian manufacturers. The 2016 edition of EIMA International, the agricultural machinery exhibition to be held in Bologna from November 9 to 13 was presented to journalists and South African traders. The event will be attended by a large delegation of operators coming from this important African country. 

This morning, at the international NAMPO 2016 exhibition, was held the press conference by FederUnacoma, the Italian federation of agricultural machinery manufacturers, which is participating in the South African event as a part of an Italian collective exhibition with other eight Italian companies of the sector. Thirty other Italian brands participate moreover in the Exhibition through their importers and distributors. The objective of the conference was to highlight the opportunities for a cooperation between Italy and South Africa in the sector of agricultural mechanization, as well as to present the 2016 edition of EIMA International, the large international event of agricultural mechanization to be held in Bologna from November 9 to 13. “South Africa represents one of the most important agricultural economies of the world – said during the press conference Marco Acerbi, Exhibition Department Director at FederUnacoma – and expresses an increasingly demand for machines and equipment; a demand that Italian industry, one of the first in the world in terms of production and technological level, is able to satisfy”. The export value of tractors and agricultural machinery in 2015 – was also said during the conference – amounted to almost 60.4 million euro, a 50% of which related to the sale of tractors and the other 50% to the sale of agricultural machinery and equipment. Compared to the results of the previous year (2014), in 2015 Italian export decreased on the whole by 14.5%, a figure that must be read in the context of a general reduction of the agricultural machinery market on a global scale, caused by a substantial contraction of farm revenues and therefore of the investment capacity to purchase new machines and equipment. “The development potential of mechanization is huge – also said Marco Acerbi – if we consider that at present only 1.5% of the South African territory (corresponding to about 15,000 square kilometres) is used for crops and that vast areas of the country, through the use of specific and technological advanced mechanization, can be cultivated and become productive”. In addition to the economic situation, the South African market of agricultural machinery – that according to SAAMA’s statistics in 2015 decreased both for tractors (-12%, passing from 6,460 total units in 2014 to 5,673 units) and combine harvesters (-36.6%, from 333 to 211 units) – has a huge potential, not only in terms of the number of units, but also in terms of their quality, with the purchase of next-generation farm machinery, which can contribute to expand the range of products offered. “The Bothaville event represents an opportunity to establish a contact between the demand for machinery and the supply of specific technologies emerging in this country – underlined Marco Acerbi – but the main platform of commercial contacts and cooperation is represented by EIMA International, that with its 1,900 exhibiting companies coming from 50 countries, the about 50,000 models of machines and equipment, the presence in its last edition of 237,000 professional operators from 140 countries, is one of the most relevant events of the sector worldwide, attracting operators from each continent, with Africa included, to which will also be dedicated conferences and study days. The last edition of EIMA International, held in November 2014, was attended by 173 traders coming from South Africa, a figure that makes this delegation the fourth most numerous delegation coming from the African continent, right after those from Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, and that should be increased in this year's edition, also thanks to the support of the Italian Trade Commission ICE. 

“The Italian Trade Commission will take the responsibility of organizing the official delegations from South Africa – added Marco Acerbi – also cooperating with FederUnacoma to the creation of an area dedicated to foreign operators, equipped with all that is business oriented, such as an “agenda” service for business appointments, interpreting and consulting services with respect to regulations, insurance and export credit”.      
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