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EIMA 2026: success beyond all expectations

A new record for the international agricultural machinery exhibition. Attendance reaches 370,000, including almost 68,000 international attendances. Potential demand for agricultural machinery remains very high, says Mariateresa Maschio, but the current economic difficulties must be overcome to allow the market to fulfil its potential. EIMA confirms its position as an outstanding marketing platform, says Simona Rapastella, but also as a place where connections are forged between industry, agriculture, institutions and policymakers. The next edition is already scheduled for 14-18 November 2028.

The 47th edition of EIMA International, the global agricultural machinery exhibition held at the Bologna Exhibition Centre over the past week and concluded yesterday afternoon, has closed with an extraordinary result. Despite the challenging economic climate, business activity and interest among industry professionals remained strong, reaching unprecedented levels. A total of 370,000 visitors attended the exhibition, exceeding the figure recorded at the previous edition by 7%. The previous edition had already set an all-time record for the event, organised by FederUnacoma, the Italian agricultural machinery manufacturers' federation and a member of Confindustria. International attendance reached almost 68,000 attendances from 150 countries, an increase of 7.9% compared with the previous edition, further confirming the exhibition's global standing. The event welcomed 1,800 exhibiting companies, including 690 from abroad. "The remarkable turnout of industry professionals," explained Mariateresa Maschio, President of FederUnacoma, "demonstrates that potential demand for agricultural machinery remains very high, and that the decline in sales recorded globally this year is due to factors outside the sector, including falling agricultural yields and farm incomes, as well as the costs of energy, raw materials and transport." "These challenges must be overcome," added Mariateresa Maschio, "to unlock the potential of a market that needs a new generation of technologies to increase production, safeguard natural resources, respond to climate change and bring new land into cultivation." "EIMA International has showcased an almost limitless range of machinery, equipment and components, once again proving to be an excellent marketing platform for manufacturers," said Simona Rapastella, Director General of FederUnacoma. "But it has also provided an opportunity for technicians and researchers to keep abreast of the latest developments, and a place where connections can be forged between industry, agriculture, institutions and policymakers." "Manufacturers came to this exhibition with their finest products, presenting groundbreaking solutions in the international Technical Innovations Competition," added Simona Rapastella. "But they also demonstrated great creativity, investing in communication and participating in large numbers in the EIMA Social Awards, the competition dedicated to social media communication, and in ADI Exhibit Design, the new competition recognising the best exhibition booths. Together, these initiatives helped create a visually striking exhibition environment for visitors." The organisers at FederUnacoma have already announced the dates of the next edition, 14–18 November 2028, which will bring further improvements to the exhibition facilities, the city's transport system and visitor services, catering to an audience that has embraced the exhibition's mission: shaping the future of agriculture.
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